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My name is Pat Ross and I am interviewing my Grandfathe r , Gilbert Holton, who is eighty - five

(85) years old.

He still works eight (8) to ten (10) hours a day on his fa r m
which is located in the Madison Creek area, Salt Rock, Cabell
County, West Virginia.

He lives in a log house that shortly

replaced the log cabin in which he was born.

Although he

has been widowed for the last sixteen (16) years, he refused
to break up housekeeping and maintains a household with the
aid of a grandson and his wife and their two (2) children.
Of his surviving children four (4) live within two miles of
~

his house and the other only recently retired to Florida.

GRANDFATHER:

I can't see that the boys have any better time

now than when I was young.

We would gather up and throw rocks

and run rac~s, wrestle and have a good time and enjoy life
when a bunch would get together.

But now its automobiles or

a motorcycles they think they ain't nothing ~ n the world
unless they own something like that.
PAT:

When did you start, did you always work on the farm

Popeye?

I mean, you worked like we did as soon as you got

old enough.
GRANDFATHER:

Yea.

I just go ahead and work on the farm.

I never had the privilege ~o go to school like some of the
other boys.

Pernt near all of the family had a better chance

to go to school than I did.

They kinda depended on me to look

after things more so than the others.
fourth grade.

I never got above the

My father and mother both seemed to like to

trust me more than they did the others.
to become grown you know.

I just had one sister

The others died when they was young

and my sister never would do nothing much, she was the only
girl in the family, you know.

They kinda shunned her and give

her privileges and she had her way and she became a schoolteacher
and taught school and lived to be about seventy-five (75) before
she died and her husband was Justice of the Peace and Sheriff
of Cabell County and they had a right smart little bit saved
up and they only raised one youngin, you know.
dentist.
died.

He made a

They were worth $75,000.00 or $80,000.00 when they

That's considered a right smart little bit of money

you know.
PAT:

Still is, isn't it.

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Yea, equal to $200,000.00 now.

Can you remember when they built the school house?

GRANDFATHER:

No, just can't hardly recollect that.

went to school over there.

But I

They used to have another one just

up the creek, 300 yards, I reckon about where Andrew Ross lives
now.

And before that they had another one up on what they

call Dog Fork of Madison and people come as far as Salt Rock
up there, nearly three (3) miles to school, you know.

2.

Then later on there was another one on up there where the
church is and it was done away with when they combined the
schools.

You know they never thought nothing about going

three or four miles to school.
schooling in the beginning.

They didn't have no free

Ever since I can recollect they

have had free schools, though they would have these subscription schools, you would have to pay your own tuition,
you know.

In that way not very many of them were able to

pay their tuition and they didn't get no education.

When I

was a boy not hardly any men could write their name.
PAT:

Now you only went to the fourth grade, who took care

of the store Grandpa had?
GRANDFATHER:

Did you help in that?

I helped in that, but my job was kindly looking

after the farm work, you know.
like that, you know.

And driving a team and stuff

But when I was a boy they didn't have no

•F ublic highways like you got now.

I can recollect when this

Huv tington - Hamlin Pike was bui~t when I was a boy and they
hauled stuff in a wagon from one place to another but before
they got the roads to amount to anything they used ox carts
to take things from one place to another what they had to have.
Salt was per neart the main thing way back in the early days,
you know, used to preserve their meats. -.
PAT:

You helped them smoke over there in the Smoke House?

GRANDFATHER:

Yea. ·
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PAT:

How did they do that, I never did know.

I know Uncle

Wade used to do it, but I don't know how.
GRANDFATHER:

Well, see my Daddy was a pretty big farmer in

his day, you know, raised 1,000 to 2,000 bushels of corn,
raised maybe 50 to 75 head of hogs.

Kill them and smoke

the bacon and whenever the next summer would come everybody
would be hard up and he would trade them bacon and corn and
raise another crop.

That's about all there was to hire work

with, just trade, you know.
country then.

There wasn't any money in the

In my day a lot of people would sign up with

these farmers for $100.00 per year.

Common wages was fifty

cents per day and these best farmers would make provisions at
the stores, leave orders there and pay off once a year.
PAT:

If you had a good crop and if your crops didn't come in

you were sunk •
.,GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Yea.

I just wondered about that.

GRANDFATHER:

That's a chance a fellow had to take, you know.

I recollect my Daddy raised 10 acres of tobacco and took it to
Cincinnati and sold it and come back home about $500.00 in
debt.
PAT:

From raising that tobacco?

GRANDFATHER:

Well, in his business, you know.

4.

PAT:

Did you go to Cincinnati:

GRANDFATHER:
tobacco .
PAT:

Well, I've been down.

I never did take no

My Daddy took several crops down there.

When they took it to Cincinnati, how did they take it?

GRANDFATHER:

Well, they would make hogsheads.

Similar to

a big barrel and press the tobacco in it, and take up less
shipping room, they could handle it so much faster.

The hog-

sheads would hold 700 or 800 pounds of tobacco.
PAT:

You'd have to raise a bunch of tobacco to get a whole

bunch of hogsheads.
GRANDFATHER:

Yea, I think you had to raise about 10,000 pounds

of tobacco and there wasn't no work in the country you could
make anything at, except that sometimes you had an understanding
where you raised this tobacco.

Sometimes there would be 15

or 20 come in there to eat dinner and wanting jobs to work,
t here just wasn't no work in the country.

In the early days

that was how people survived was to kinda have a leader in the
country raise stuff and take care of it and trade it back to
them next year to raise another crop you know.

They didn't

get any money out of it, just trade it for labor.
PAT:

Were you ever around when they built somebody a house,

did they do that around here.

s.

GRANDFATHER:

They call it house raising.
~-

'

A fellow would

get all of his logs, that's all they had to build it out of
as far as that's concerned, and get them together and they
would have a big feast, you know.

All the neighbors would

come in and help put the house up.
PAT:

When was the last one you remember in this country?

Can you remember who it was?
GRANDFATHER:
them.

No, I can't.

But I can recollect them having

I just don't know how long it has been since they

done away with it.
you know.

They used to build barns that way too,

And sometimes a fellow would get behind sick or

get behind in his crops and they would have workings and come
in and work his crop out.
that anymore.

You never hear tell of anything like

All people enjoyed life then as much or more

so as they do now, you know.
to worry their lives with.

They didn't have so many things
Lots of times a fellow would get

a little ahead, get him a jug of whiskey have a big time, you
know.
PAT:

Were there ever any moonshiners in here, a lot of it?

GRANDFATHER:

Oh no. not very much of it around here.

made whiskey and paid the revenue you know.

They

You know back in

the early days they never thought nothing about getting drunk
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or anything like that, there wasn't anybody that would get
down drunk much till they did a few years back.
just drink enough and they quit, you see.

They would

They would take

this whiskey even to the churches, I've heard the old people
say.
PAT:

Now that I had never heard before.

GRANDFATHER:

Well, they did back when they had Sacraments

they took whiskey.

They never thought nothing about it, you

know, they just did it anywhere.
PAT:

Well, if you didn't abuse it, it was just something

they enjoyed.
GRANDFATHER:

Yea.

They didn't make brutes out of them-

selves like they did in later day.

People aint as bad now

to get drunk and cut shines as they did a few years back.
PAT:

Wonder why:

GRANDFATHER:

Well, I don't know.

Things just come kinda in

a cycle, and as far as this dope, there wasn't no such thing
as that in the country as far as I can first recollect.
PAT:

Did you ever smoke any penny royal, that's supposed to make

GRANDFATHER:

No, I never did, I used to chew tobacco.

They

talk and go on now about meat, coffee and whiskey and like that
a hurting the people all people who lived to be old used to
drink all the whiskey and eat all the meat and stuff like that
they could get a hold of.

And they lived to be older than

anybody.
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PAT:

Yea, but they used to have to work a lot though.

GRANDFATHER:

Oh, no, people don't go to work now, they

don't work as much now as they did then, but of course when
they would hire a man he would do as much as three or four
men now.

Hire a man on a farm anymore all he thinks about

is just getting time in and sitting around smoking cigarettes.
PAT:

How did the Holtons get in here, why did they come

here instead of some other places they could have gone?
GRANDFATHER:

Well, I don't know the old man Holton, he was

supposed to be a brother to King George III.

He ran off and

left England on account of they wanted him to take some island
and be Governor over it and he didn't want to and he come
here and he taught school you know, see back in them times
they had to have a trade before they became a free man and he
was

i

weaver by trade and taught school.

here at the falls in the Guyan.

He got drowned out

He went over the falls.

was teaching school over in Wayne County and the boat went
over the falls and he got drowned.
PAT:

Where was that at Fall Creek?

GRANDFATHER:

Well, it was in Guyan.

Guyan at one time.
PAT:

I didn't know that.

8.

There was falls in

He

GRANDFATHER:

I didn't know it either, but I just heard the

old people talk.

There was about a four (4) foot drop in

the river and later on the river cut around and tore off this
rock and lev~led it µp.
PAT:

Did they used to have locks in the Guyan River?

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Yea.

How far up, do you know?

GRANDFATHER:

Well, I don't know.

They had one at Martha

down here they called the Susanberry Dam.
here below West Hamlin.

I don't know where the other one

was, it was on up the river.
up as they had any locks.

They had one over

I think that was about as far

They run little steam boats up

here when they had the locks and darns, you know.
PAT:

Did you ever ride one of them?

GRANDFATHER:

No, that was before my day.

I never seen

the locks and dams.
PAT:

You just remember them telling you.

GRANDFATHER:

I heard the old people talking about them being

there, you know.
PAT:

I had always heard that.

GRANDFATHER:

Well, I never saw no locks and dams, you know

they cut the out, but my Daddy helped take the locks out here
at Fall Creek.
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PAT:

What did Grandpa Nels do besides farm.

I always just

knew he lived over on the creek and had that big farm?
GRANDFATHER:

Oh, he was just a common dealer in the country

you know, raised cattle and hogs you know.

Some years I

think about the most hogs he ever did kill to eat was forty seven {4 7) •
PAT:

What did he do with all of them,did he eat all of them?

GRANDFATHER:

No, he just saved them to trade them out next

summer for labor and raise more.

He raised more corn and hogs

than anybody in the country nearly.

He had 150 acres of land

here and he would rent land all around you know.
PAT:

And after you got big you had to take care of all that?
•

GRANDFATHER:

Oh, I didn't take care of all of it, it just

fell my lot to help look after it you know, more so than any
of

he others.

After I got, I don't know, about 20 . years old,

'my older brother taken TB and died and I had to take over the
t eam.
PAT:

Teaming used to be a big thing in the country you know.
I never knew you ever run a team.

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

It was just a horse team you know.

What all did you have to do?

GRANDFATHER:
you know.
years.

What all did you do?

Just plowing, hauled logs, wood and goods in,

Oh, I don't know just ever day's work for several

That's about all

I done, just teaming you know.
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See, I knowd pernt near everybody from Huntington, Hamlin,
Branchland and around up through there, you know.

You

see Paw had a big orchard here about 800 apple trees and I
had to haul them apples around and sell them you know.
them to Logan and all around up in the coal fields.

Ship

Get little

orders and this time of the year why we had a little order
nearly every day that we shipped to the coal mines.

800

apple trees takes a whole lot of work. - ·PAT:

Well, now we talked about how you had to prune them,

did you have to prune them every spring?
GRANDFATHER:

Well, not every spring you know, had to prune

th~m, spray them
PAT~

•

What kind of apples did you raise?

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

of course that all went into farm work.

Apples?

Yes.

GRANDFATHER:

Mostly Rome Beauty and Ben Davis.

the best apples in the country.

These were

Them Rome Beauties are

hard to beat yet.
PAT:

Yes, they keep a long time, don't they?

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Yes.

Now, when did you move over here?

when you got married.

I'll need to know

How did you go about that, you and

Granny?

11.

GRANDFATHER:

Well, lets see.

That was about, oh, I reckon

I was about 20 years old when I left here and went over here
on the creek and stayed about two (2) years and married and
came back in here.

About two (2) years time is about all the

time I ain't lived here.
PAT:

Did you and Granny have a big neighborhood wedding

or did you all just,
GRANDFATHER:

No.

We went to the County Clerk got my

license, come back down here at Arnold's, Amazon was down
there and it just happened there was a preacher there.
Didn't even have to go after a preacher. PAT:

And

then you all moved here.

Was there anybody

living in this house when you lived over on the creek?
GRANDFATHER:

Yes.

Jake Mccomas lived here a year and

Ar nold Walker, one.
?l1T:

0

Hmm, I didn't know that.

And then you and Granny

moved here, right?
GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Uh huh.

What year would that have been?

GRANDFATHER:

Oh, along about 1908 and 1909 I reckon.

I

married in 1910.
PAT: _ You were in pretty good shape, this was a good farm,
wasn't it, when you kept it cleaned up?
GRANDFATHER:

Yeah~ around 200 acres.
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PAT:

200 acres and how did you work it, with no machinery?

GRANDF~THER:

Oh, we had a mowing machine and rake, mattocks

to bust things.

You know Paw always kept the farm in better

shape and a good deal than it is now.

Of course, I kept it

in fairly good shape a while but after you get disabled to
do no more by myself it growed up.

He would take a spell

every fall of the year and he would hire fellers for 50 cents
a day and he would hire sometimes 8 or 10 at a time you know
and just clean up a whole field a day.
PAT:

What did you have to give them besides 50 cents,

anything?

Did you have to feed them or anything?

GRANDFATHER:

Yeah, gave them 50 cents and their board.

There

wasn't hardly any of them that would stay over night, they
would just eat their dinner, we would just hire the boys around
the neighborhood.

It wasn't any trouble to get somebody if

you had the money to pay them.
PAT:

How did you get all that money?

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

I worked for it.

Now, what didn't you grow on your farm to eat?

GRANDFATHER:

Oh, just everything that would grow in the

ground, pototoes, onions, cabbage, beans and all this stuff
you know.

When I was growing up they didn't can nothing like

they do now, the people just dried it you know.
PAT:

All right, now, how did you dry apples?

I have read

about how to sulphur apples, did you all ever do that?
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GRANDFATHER:

Well, they just peel these apples, slice them

just·- ..like
you are going to ~ook them, you know.
·----.

You have

big flat rocks and dig a ditch out to heat them, you know or
just put them on a roof and let the sun dry them.
PAT:

How did you keep them from rottening?

GRANDFATHER:

Well, that there heat would preserve them and

take the moisture out of them.
PAT:

So that meant every night you had to bring them in.

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Did you all ever sulphur apples?

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Some, not very much.

Did they taste bad or what?

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Yea, and keep them out of the dew.

No, they tasted pretty good.

What did they look like, did they maintain their color?

GRANDFATHER:

Moreso, than when dried.

turn,,, red, you know.

My Mother always put up more than pernt

near anybody in the country.
you know.

When dried, they

Beans, corn and stuff like that,

You know they talk about people having all this

fine furniture and things there was an old man by the name
of Gerard Adkins who moved up in here on the place, there where
you live, there was an old log house, and he brought all his
belongings in here on an old horse.
PAT:

His wife and everything?
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GRANDFATHER:

Yeah.

I know they had two ( 2 ) children and

they lived up there and you can imagine about how they lived.
They didn't fare too bad they went around somewhere every
day and got a square meal.
PAT:

You know something I miss since I moved up into Charleston

is you go to somebody's house, they offer you coffee or some thing to drink, they never offer food do they, people don't
do that in the city.
GRANDFATHER:

You know people were a lot friendlier and

divide up stuff more so than they do now.

You go about a

feller now at mealtime they never think about asking you if
you've had dinner or anything like that.

People used to go

around close to mealtime or after, they would always ask if
you had had something to eat.

If you hadn't they would fix

you some •
. .t'.:'\'J.\~

If you were going to eat in the winter what would you

have for breakfast if I come to your house, say in 1920 or
1900?
GRANDFATHER:
do now.

Oh, I don't know.

The same thing about what I

Maw would always kindly look ahead and prepare these

things, more so than anybody.

Most of the women just loafed

or slept but she was busy all time putting up stuff.
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She always put up a barrel of pickle beans, brine kraut
and pickle it, and her corn, you know, cucumbers and stuff
,-

li_k..e that.
PAT:

How big a barrell?

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

f ifty gallon.

That must be where Wade got his?

GRANDFATHER:

Yes, he kindly inherited it.

You know things

like that come in mighty handy and she did everything else
she could, preserve.

My Daddy had a good cellar up there

and a great place to keep it.
PAT:

How much did a hog use to sell for?

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Two and One - half to three cents a foot •
•

What's the price now?

GRANDFATHER:

Oh, I don't know what it is, I guess it may

be up to 30 or 40 cents.
PAT:

Bacon is $1.39 per pound in the stores •

GRANDFATHER:

.

You know during the depression I recollect

that Paw bought a 100 pounds of bacon from Morrison's store
over here on Beech Fork for five

(5) cents.

Of course, it

usually run from 8½ cents to 12 cents, you know.
PAT:

You sold a cow, how much did a milk cow cost?

GRANDFATHER:

Oh, take a good cow it would bring $25.00.
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PAT:

Was that a hundred and some dollars you told me that

old cow sold for the other day?
GRANDFATHER:

A Meade fellow over here, Phil's brother- in -

law, sold one for $700.00.
PAT:

Just a milk cow?

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Yes.

Ralph ought to be rich, hadn't he?

GRANDFATHER:

I don't know, he has sold about all he is

going to, he sold three and ten head, I think.
PAT:

Where was that man from who wanted to lease your land,

was he a gas man?
GRANDFATHER:

Well, he was leasing, he was an Adkins fellow
•
fro~ over on Beech Fork. He was leasing for some company,

he never said who he was with.
PAT:

That means they are probably going to drill through

he~e again, I bet.
GRANDFATHER:

Oh, I don't know whether they will drill or

not, they speculate and lease it.
else, you know.

Sell it out to somebody

Trade this, just like trading pocket knives.

I used to have an interest in 15 or 20 of these wells over
and around the country.
PAT:

What happened, did you sell them?
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GRANDFATHER:

Oh, they just dried up.

pays anything now .

Ain't but one that

The one over here on Beech Fork pays,

oh, some months I get $20.00 part of the time.

That is the

most, easiest money making investment in the world take an
interest in these gas companies and they just send you a
check every month and you don't have to see about it or
anything, but whenever you hit a dry hole though, then it
ain't so pleasant.
PAT:

They just go right ahead and take your money, don't

they.
GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

That was a water well rig.

Oh, I see.

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Torn never did drill.

I thought he owned a rig at one time?

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

I've helped drill three or four.

Did you help Uncle Torn drill when he drilled?

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Uh, huh.

Have you ever dug a well by yourself?

Yeah.

How did you do it, how long did it take you?

GRANDFATHER:

Up here at Grant's, oh, I don't know, it

didn't take very long, just dug it ten feet.
through you know.

Dug it out.

18.

Water seeped

PAT:

Did you line it with rocks or anything?

GRANDFATHER:

Yeah.

where Ralph lives.
PAT:

Then I helped dig that one around there
And Levi mostly dug that.

Popeye, when did you all know when the Depression

came, it effected the people in the city the most.

Did

it effect you in any way other then money which you might
have made selling stuff.
GRANDFATHER:

Oh, I just don't know it- - just everything, you

couldn't sell nothing, there was no money in circulation.
Just raise stuff and just let it perish, couldn't sell it,
you know, people didn't have nothing to buy with.

Before

this WPA came in they had a place for the public they furnished
soup and crackers you know and fed the people and give them
a meal a day.
be now.

They were better of that way than they would

Simply because the way times is now, a fellow could

get work and support himself if he just would.
Harvey, he draws $400.00 or $500.00 a month.

Old Farnie
He has been

married, he married George Turley's granddaughter and he has
got a big family.

The Fraley farm a r ound here was broken

up and a man by the name of Stevenson and Jim Holley bought
it then you know and broke up and sold at public auction.
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Paw and Johnny Perry talked about buying it for $2,500.00.
Ben Jarrell, I think give up to $5,000.00 for it.
would estimate $50,000.00 for it.

Now, I

That's how land has went

up you know in this country.
PAT:

Farm land,especially farm land.

GRANDFATHER:

Just any kind of real estate is high to what

it used to be.
PAT:

I was reading the other day that we are in a big

land boom similar to the one we had when the settlers moved
out west.

Something like that.

GRANDFATHER:

A lot of this land in my recollection was open

for "settlement" you know.

You take up to 160 acres, you

go and they make you a title to it.
$15,000.00 or $20,000.00 an acre.

Land that way now for
I don't know it's just

l ike these cattle, they sold for $3.00, $4.00, $5.00 and
$10.00 a head way back then you know, but that's just like
~

.•,i•··

l inding them.

You look after them, look after and take care

of them and didn't cost them anything.
was a lot of money at one time.

$300.00 or $400.00

I can recollect, it hasn't

been too long back these old, the saying is "farmers" would
have been considered a good living and had a right smart laid
up to have as much as $2,500.00 or $3,000.00.

20.

PAT:

Before Grandpa Nels died, how much land did he have
~

altogether when he divided it between you all, do you
remember?
GRANDFATHER:

Round about 200 acres or a little bit better.

I got more of it than any of them back here in the head of the
hollow here you see, there wasn't no road to it you know,
just could drive a wagon in the creek and Paw bought a
right of way from old Bill Booth down here and built a road
up around the hill.

The State came in and took it over and

us heirs made a deed to the right - of - way where the county
road is.
PAT:

What year was that?

GRANDFATHER:

I don't know, it was whenever what's his

name was Governor.
~ ~can't think of.
,,, .EAT:

His name won't come to me.

That's not important.

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Oh, there's another one of them things

No.

Were you grown when that road was built down there?

GRANDFATHER:

Yes, I was.

Now ain't that a sight, I can't

remember that Republican Governor, the last one that was in
before Moore.

It just won't come to me.

It's foolish, but

I can't help it.
PAT:

Well, that's part of being human, isn't it.

GRANDFATHER:

Yes.

21.

PAT:

Now, Uncle Merle, was he the one that helped build

that road, or is he just the one who helped bui l d the bridge.
They always told me he built that bridge down there.

Stone

bridge.
GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Yes.

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

At the mouth of the creek?

Yeah, that was ·back there,

They bought the right of way before and put in the

later, right?
GRANDFATHER:

They never had it when they was building that

road up Madison Creek.

This here other one was built

up the hollow here several years later.

I am so absent

minded but I just can't help it.
PAT:

How come this is called Reuben Branch?

GRANDFATHER:

'

Well, there was an old fellow by the name

, of Reuben Harris, who at one time lived down here at the
mouth of the holler.

Back up there where Bill's house

is there used to be an old house in there.
called it Reuben after him.

And they just

That is a way a lot of these

places got their names, by the people that lived and was
raised at a certain place.

22.

PAT:

We were talking, you know, about all the things you

have seen since you have been alive, all the things you
didn't have such as some of the things we talked about.
Such as the modern things we take for granted now, like the
automobile and all that.
GRANDFATHER:

All the automobiles, bicycles, there wasn't

no trains much when I was young.

We had the C

built here just after the Civil War.

&

O Railroad

I have heard these old

Civil War soldiers talk about working on that after they
got out of the Army.

This railroad here, up the Guyan River

wasn't built until about 1900 or 1901.
PAT:

When they opened up the coal fields, wasn't it?

GRANDFATHER:

Uh huh.

I can recollect when they had the

supplies up the Guyan River_ by _push boats you know.
PAT:

That's where they take a pole and push them up the

river?
GRANDFATHER:

Yeah.

That had a man or two men on each side

of the boat and then a man behind to always steer it.
was the livlihood of the country.
board.

That

They paid $1.00 a day and

Able to get on here and push up as far as you were

going between here and Logan.

Others would know when the boats

were corning back, catch them on the Guyandotte and push them.
A lot of people were hard up, you know, no steady work.
would get enough on it to -kinda live, you know.

23.

They

PAT:

Did you ever have any kind of job besides farming?

GRANDFATHER:
this road.

I worked a little whenever they was building
And this bridge at the mouth of the creek and

the one down on Toms Creek.

But that's about all the public

work I ever done, except I got a job and worked at the Ensign
American Car.

I worked a week.

Then I got a job after I

got married on the C , & 0 and worked a week.
PAT:

How come you to quit?

GRANDFATHER:
working.

Well, I just seen I could do better at home,

It didn't pay very much, I thing about $1.50 per

day, what I got at the C
PAT:

&

o.

When they were building that road, now did they use heavy

machinery?

I know they had bulldozers than, but did they

use those, or was most of it hand labor?
GRANDFATHER:

They used scrappers mostly, picks and shovels.

i ~ ey didn't have no steam shovels.

Of course, the railroad

had them, they were expensive and everybody couldn't get them
like they can now.
PAT:

How did they build it, did they put a rock base under

it, or Just scrape it out?
GRANDFATHER:

They would grade it and put the loose dirt they

had raked off the high places see, they didn't put no base
under it.

Just like this Huntington-Hamlin Pike built since

24.

I can recollect, they have nothing, only the road up and
down, hauling empty wagons over it.

They had the highways

on the ridges on account of you had to cross the mouth of
these creeks you know, its quicky and muddy and water be
in the way and you go the ridges and go pernt near any time
you know.

It used to be you went to Logan, you stayed on

the ridges all the time.
~

PAT:

How did you keep from getting lost?

GRANDFATHER:

Well, that there was up to the individual to

know where he was at.
PAT:

When did they build the first High School around here

that people could go to?
GRANDFATHER:

Well, the first one was built up here at

Sheridan and later on they built one at Barboursville.
course, they had one in Huntington before then.

Of

But anybody

raised back in the country wasn't able to pay the tuition
and send their youngins to school.

But the one at Guyan

Valley and Barboursville you didn't have to pay no tuition.
PAT:

How did you get there?

GRANDFATHER:

The youngins first went to West Hamlin or down

to the falls and catch a bus there that would run them down
to Salt Rock, you know.

I don't reckon that when my youngins

were going to high school they never did have no bus to run
to Barboursville.

They got it later on you know, run to

Barboursville, pretty hard for a man who had a big family to

25.

make a living, pay tuition, and board you just couldn't hardly
afford it you know.
to high school.

Got this free tuition, more people went

But I don't know, I used to kinda think ed-

ucated people were a lot smarter than the common fellow, but
\

you know, if you got no sense, don't do him no good to be educated.
PAT:

It don't help none, if he don't know how to use it.

True, true.

GRANDFATHER:
eJse.

Mor e on common sense and raisin' than anything

I never knowed these men that ever amounted to very much

that teach school.

That's about all they knowed just school

teaching, farm a little bit, maybe.
PAT:

If you built a house, let's say as good as any your

neighbors had when you got married, how much would it have
cost you?
GRANDFATHER:
a little help.

Oh, $400.00 or $500.00 if you buy everything, hire
You could lumber then.

than $10.00 per thousand.
now.

Oh, it never cost more

It would cost you $125.00 to $150.00

Your labor, the best carpenters for $1.00 per day and

it would cost you $4.00 or $5.00 cheapest per hour today.

26.

PAT:

Grandpa Nels built that house, how much did that cost

him, because that was a big fancy house, wasn't it?
GRANDFATHER:

Over there where Wade lived?

it never cost him hardly anything.
himself.

Oh, I don't know

He done most of the work

He hired several jobs like Lige Morrison, John

Cardwell and jack leg carpenters.

Never cost him much.

I

don't expect over $600.00 or $700.00 in cash.
PAT:

We were talking about when you was young everybody came

to your house and stayed, did they do it here and over there
on the creek too?
GRANDFATHER:

Yeah.

It was just kind of a public p~ace they

never charged a feller nothing you know.
is now.

It ain't like it

It was somebody extra there about all the time.

Like

when Ma started to cook, she didn't know how many she would
be cooking for.
PAT:

How did they know to hit you?

GRANDFATHER:

Well, you know, just like going through the

country and inquire for a place to stay all night, the
neighbors around point him to a certain place, you know, and

\

we would take him in and feed him.

\

You know its pretty hard

for so many people, especially in the winter time, they didn't
have no beds to spare.

What your family had to have it cold,

didn't have enough covers for them.

\

\

2 7.

PAT:

How did they do it?

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Just in the summer.

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Yeah~

Food wasn't as plentiful in the winter either, was it?

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Well, they wouldn't keep nobody.

No.

That feather tick you gave up two or three years ago,

did everybody have them then?
GRANDFATHER:

Oh,not everybody, most people had feather beds,

raise geese and raise the feathers.
mattresses.

Lots of them didn't have

They '--have what you call "straw beds".

Where
,r

people thrash and fill bed ticks with straw and sleep on them.
PAT:

You mean they only changed their beds once a year?

GRANDFATHER:

They didn't change them very often.

People would

thrash, you know, they would renew their beds.
PAT:

Now that church over there, was it built in 1904?

GRANDFATHER:
PAT:

Yes.

That was when they decided to build it.

How did they go

about doing that?
GRANDFATHER:

Well, just like any other organization, they voted

to do certain things.

They collected money ·to do these things.

They couldn't, as the saying is, make a motion to do anything,
just do it right off, of course, you had to make a motion to get
out and beg and collect the m6ney to do these things with and
they would either do it or hire somebody.
a contract.
28.

I think Pa took

